March 16, 2025
8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Henrik Sonntag, Pastor
120 N. Easton Road
Glenside, PA
215-884-3005



GATHERING

THE PRELUDE
Adagio from Symphonie No. 3 Louis Vierne

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Page 94

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all you sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. OR

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith. Amen.



OPENING HYMN

No. 834 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

‘Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.

—

Music: ST. DENIO, Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts, 1807-1876
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Il Im - mor-tal, in - vis - 1 - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest-ing, un - hast-ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou giv - est, to both great and small;
4 Thou reign-est in glo - ry;  thou dwell -est  in light;
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in light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
nor want - ing, nor wast - ing,  thou rul - est in might;
in all  life thou liv - est, the true life  of all;
thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing their sight;
¥ : e !
/ | st —
I [ — T
0 u I
g I | I I I I I
fan) f I 2 / g t
ANIV4 I I ’ I I
J [
most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
thy jus - tice like  moun-tains high soar - ing a - bove
we blos - som and flour - ish  like leaves on  the tree,
all laud we would ren - der; oh, help us to see
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al - might - - to - rious, thy great name wc  praise!
thy  clouds whu.h are foun-tains of good - ness and  love.
and with - er and  per - ish, but  naught chang-eth  thee.
tis on - ly the splen-dor  of light  hid - eth  thee!
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Page 98
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray  to the Lord.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting
life to the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with
your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

THE WORD

THE FIRST READING Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

' After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be
afraid, Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram
said, “O Lord Gob, what will you give me, for | continue childless, and the heir of
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” ® And Abram said, “You have given me no
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But the word of
the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very
own issue shall be your heir.” He brought him outside and said, “Look toward
heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him,
“So shall your descendants be.” ¢ And he believed the LORD; and

the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

"Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” & But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am
| to know that | shall possess it?” °He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years
old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a
young pigeon.” "®He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half
over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. ' And when birds of
prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

2 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and
terrifying darkness descended upon him.

7When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a
flaming torch passed between these pieces. '® On that day the LORD made a
covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants | give this land, from the
river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



THE PSALM Psalm 27

8:00 The Psalm will be read responsively with the assembly reading the
verses in bold.

10:30 The antiphon is introduced by the choir, then is sung by all. The
assembly sings the verses in bold print.
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JPb

|
|
T

(7] P
|
|

Psalm 27:5

Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'"The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then ! shall | fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | ! be afraid?
2When evildoers close in against me to de- ! vour my flesh,
they, my foes and my enemies, will stum- ! ble and fall.
3Though an army encamp against me, my heart ! will not fear.
Though war rise up against me, my trust will I not be shaken.
“One thing | ask of the LORD; one ! thing | seek;
that | may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to
gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek God ! in the temple. R
*For in the day of trouble God will I give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up-
I on a rock.

¢ Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies ! who surround
me.
Therefore | will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of
rejoicing; | will sing and make music ! to the LORD.
"Hear my voice, O LORD,  when | call;
have mercy on me and ! answer me.
8 My heart speaks your message— ' “Seek my face.”
Your face, O LORD, ! | will seek. R
®Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- ! vant in
anger.

Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God
of I my salvation.



©Though my father and my moth- ! er forsake me,
the LorD will | take me in.
"Teach me your ! way, O LORD;
lead me on a level path, because of  my oppressors.
2Subject me not to the will | of my foes,
for they rise up against me, false witnesses ! breathing violence.
3 This | believe—that | will see the goodness ! of the LORD
in the land ! of the living!
“Wait for the LORD ! and be strong.
Take heart and wait ! for the LORD! R

THE SECOND READING Philippians 3:17-4:1

" Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live
according to the example you have in us. '® For many live as enemies of
the cross of Christ; | have often told you of them, and now | tell you even
with tears. "° Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory
is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. ?° But our
citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ. #' He will transform the body of our humiliation that it
may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables
him to make all things subject to himself. ' Therefore, my brothers and
sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord
in this way, my beloved. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 103
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Save us  as you prom-ised; we will trust your word.




THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 13:31-35

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the Thirteenth Chapter. Glory to
you, O Lord.

¥ At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away
from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” *> He said to them, “Go and tell that
fox for me, ‘Listen, | am casting out demons and performing cures today
and tomorrow, and on the third day | finish my work. ** Yet today,
tomorrow, and the next day | must be on my way, because it is impossible
for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’” ** Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How
often have | desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her
brood under her wings, and you were not willing! ** See, your house is left
to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you
say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’

"The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

10:30 only: My God Is With Me Mark Patterson
The Children’s Choir
Susie Pierce Mills, piano

SERMON Vicar Daniel Marrone
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY
No. 613 Thy Holy Wings Bred Dina Vida Vingar



Thy Holy Wings
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2 Oh, let me nes - tle near thee, with - in thy down-y breast
3 Oh, washme in the wa-ters of No-ah’s cleans-ing flood.
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and let me rest se - cure-ly through good and il in thee.
where 1 will find sweet com-fort and  peace with - in thy nest.
Give me a will-ing  spir-it, a heart both clean and good.
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Oh, be my strength and por - tion, my rock and hid - ing place,
Oh, close thy wings a - round me and keep me safe -ly there,
Oh, take in - to thy keep-ing  thy chil-dren great and small,
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and let my ev-'ry mo-ment be lived with-in thy grace.
for I am but a new-born  and need thy ten-der care.
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. I, 3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite
Music: BRED DINA VIDA VINGAR, Swedish folk tune; arr. hymnal version

Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent. www.selahpub.com.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




THE APOSTLES’ CREED Page 105
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please kneel or sit for the prayers: This week’s response is: Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and
all those in need.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you long to gather your church under your wings. Bless the
churches of Jerusalem, and all persecuted churches, that your people may
take heart and stand firm as they witness and minister in your name. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy God, you give shelter to living things as numerous as the stars.
Strengthen the voice of prophets who call humanity to faithful care for the
planet, that they would not be silenced but heeded as your messengers.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Holy God, you raised up leaders like Abram, Sarai, and Paul to show your
people what it means to rely on your promises. Guide today’s leaders to
work for justice and safeguard the world for future generations. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy God, you are the stronghold of our life. Care tenderly for those who
are ill in body or mind, and for people living in fear or need especially the
family and loved ones of Helen Edelman and all those on our prayer list.
May all know they are not alone. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy God, you offer us citizenship in heaven. Unite communities of faith
who are divided over earthly things, that following the way of your Son,
they may set aside grudges and serve their neighbors with generosity and
love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy God, you are our light and our salvation. We give thanks for the saints
who have gone before us Helen Edelman (Mike Edelman’s sister). Help us
to trust in you as they did and to live according to their example. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your
love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.
Amen.

Please stand as you are able

THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
During Lent all are invited to silently meditate on the Peace of God. The
peace will be shared again on Easter Sunday.

Please be seated

MEAL

OFFERING

8:00 AM: Organ selection

10:30 AM There Are Children at the Door David M. Cherwien
The Chancel Choir




Please stand as you are able.
OFFERTORY No. 186 Create in Me a Clean Heart  Richard W. Hillert

Create in Me a Clean Heart
Offering Song
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it.

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER Concludes with ... Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Page 107
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Let us  give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our

THE SANCTUS

thanks and praise.

Page 108
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name of the Lord Ho - san - na in the high - est.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

(Sung)



(During Lent we will be singing the Lord’s Prayer on Sunday mornings.
Copies are available at the entrance along with the bulletin. Please return
this copy to where you picked it up for use again next week. Thank you.)

Please be seated.

THE COMMUNION
“Lamb of God” Page 112
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

No. 727 Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth

Mit Freuden Zart



Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth
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1 Lord Christ, when first you came to earth, up -
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fore your cross; come, fin - ish your sal - va - ton.

Text: W. Russell Bowie, 1882-1969, alt.
Music: MIT FREUDEN ZART, medieval European tune

Please stand as you are able.



THE COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.

THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

Now Lord, You Let Your Servant Go in Peace
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Concludes with Amen.



SENDING

THE BLESSING Page 114

THE SENDING HYMN
No. 597 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less Melita



My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
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Text: Edward Mote, 17971874, alt.

Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876
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Please be seated for the announcements.

PARISH NOTICES AND JOYS

SENDING: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE POSTLUDE

Processional March in A Major Alexandre Guilmant



