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GATHERING ____________________________ 

 

THE PRELUDE 

 Lo! How a Rose                                            arr. Cynthia Dobrinski 

                                 AnnaLisa Mariani, violin 

Silent Night                                                   arr.  Anna Laura Page 

                                 The Ringers of St. Paul’s 

  
Please stand as you are able. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                             Page 94 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 

that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 

fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 

the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all you sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. OR 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 

with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith.  Amen. 

 



 

OPENING HYMN   
No. 254 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                     Jefferson 

 

 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

KYRIE                                                                                 Page 98 

 



 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  

No. 240 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah      

                                                 Tif In Veldele 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 

might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and 

serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

 



THE WORD _____________________________ 

 

THE FIRST READING                                                        Micah 5:2-5a 
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me 

  one who is to rule in Israel, 

 whose origin is from of old, 

  from ancient days. 

 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

 then the rest of his kindred shall return 

  to the people of Israel. 

 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth; 

 5a and he shall be the one of peace. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

THE PSALM                                       Psalm 80:1-7 

8:00 The Psalm will be read responsively with the assembly reading the 

verses in bold.  

10:30 The antiphon is introduced by the choir, then is sung by all. The 

assembly sings the verses in bold print.  

 



   1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 

 2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 

  stir up your strength and | come to help us. R 

 3 Restore | us, O God; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 4 O LORD | God of hosts, 

  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? 

 5 You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 

  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 

 6 You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 

 7 Restore us, O | God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. R 
 

THE SECOND READING                                    Hebrews 10:5-10 
 

5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

  but a body you have prepared for me; 

 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

  you have taken no pleasure. 

 7 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 

  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in 

sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are 

offered according to the law), 9 then he added, “See, I have come to do your 

will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10 And it is by 

God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 

Jesus Christ once for all. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

 



THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                               

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL                                           Luke 1:39-55 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the First Chapter. Glory to you, O 

Lord. 

 
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. 

And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, 

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why 

has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon 

as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And 

blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to 

her by the Lord. 

  46 And Mary said, 

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

  47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name. 

 50 His mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation. 

 51 He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

  



52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

  and lifted up the lowly; 

 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 

  and sent the rich away empty. 

 54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

  in remembrance of his mercy, 

 55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

10:30 AM ONLY Hark! The Angels Sing!         Charles Wesley/Taylor Davis 

                                              St. Paul’s Youth Singers 

                                               Susie Pierce Mills, piano 

 

SERMON                                                     Vicar Daniel Marrone 

 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
No. 257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                    Veni Emmanuel 
Verses 1, 2, 3, 4, and 7 

 



 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                            Page 105 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate  

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
Please kneel or sit for the prayers: This week’s response is: Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and 

places that long for God’s presence. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation in our 

relationships with those of other traditions and religions. Root your church in 

the radical message of your incarnation, and enable us to pursue your 

justice in the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. Awaken in 

us a renewed sense of care for the wildlife in our communities (local 

preserves, parks, or sanctuaries may be named). Form us into faithful 

stewards of what you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 



God our sovereign, Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up the lowly 

and fills the hungry with good things. Nurture in local governments and 

municipalities a desire to care for all who are overlooked and ignored.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God our beacon, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward 

more daylight, remind us that even in the deepest nights, you are there. 

Comfort the lonely and bereaved. Hold closely the frightened, anxious, 

depressed, and ill especially Jeremy Birnbaum and all those on our prayer 

list. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God our guide, shepherd the leadership of this congregation. Bless the 

council and staff in discerning future ministry and open their hearts to the 

voices of the community. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God our life, you remember the promises you have made to your people. In 

gratitude for those who have died (especially), we praise you for your 

faithfulness throughout history. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our 

hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

THE PEACE     

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

All greet each other with Christ’s gesture of peace 

saying “Peace be with you.” 

 

Please be seated 

 

 



MEAL__________________________________ 

OFFERING  
8:00     Organ Selection 

10:30   My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord                                Evelyn R. Larter 

The Chancel Choir 

AnnaLisa Mariani, violin 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

OFFERTORY No. 692 We Are an Offering                                     Offering 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER    Concludes with…Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    Page 107 

 

THE SANCTUS       Page 108 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                               Page 108 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER                                             Page  112 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

THE COMMUNION 

“Lamb of God”                                                    Page 112 

 

 



8:00 AM  No. 265 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came        

                                                                                           Gabriel’s Message 

 

10:30 AM  

See Amid the Winter’s Snow                          Edward Caswall/Timothy Shaw 

St. Paul’s Youth Singers 

Susie Pierce Mills, piano 

 

 



 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

THE COMMUNION BLESSING Concludes with… Amen. 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE                     Page 113 

Now Lord, You Let Your Servant Go in Peace 

                                                                    
 

 
 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
Concludes with Amen. 

 



SENDING ______________________________ 

THE BLESSING                                                            Page 114 

 

THE SENDING HYMN 

No. 267 Joy to the World                                                                Antioch 

 



 



 

 

Please be seated for the announcements. 

 

PARISH NOTICES AND JOYS 

Sending:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

THE POSTLUDE  
Fanfare on “Joy to the World” (Antioch)                                Gerre Hancock 

 


