Seventh Sunday of Easter
(Ascension Sunday)

May 12, 2024
8:00 and 10:30 AM
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Henrik Sonntag, Pastor
120 N. Easton Road, Glenside, PA
215-884-3005



GATHERING

THE PRELUDE
Let the Bells Peal! John A. Behnke
The Ringers of St. Paul’s
Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Page 94

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all you sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. OR

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith. Amen.



OPENING HYMN

No. 432 The Head That Once Was Crowned St Magnus

The Head That Once Was Crowned
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I The head that once was crowned with thorns is crowned with glo - ry now;
2 The high-est place that heav’'n af-fords is  his by sov-'reign right,
3 The joy of all who dwell a - bove, the joy of all be-low
4 To them the cross, with all its shame, with all its grace, is giv'n;
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a roy - al di - a-dem a-dorns the might -y vic-tor’s brow.
the King of kings,and Lord of lords, and heav’'n’s e - ter-nal light.
to whom he man - i - fests his love, and grants his name to  know;
their name, an ev - er - last-ing name, their joy, the joy of heav'n.
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6 The cross he bore is life and health,
though shame and death to him;
his people’s hope, his people’s wealth,
their everlasting theme!

5 They suffer with their Lord below;
they reign with him above;
their profit and their joy to know
the myst’ry of his love.

Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769-1855
Music: ST. MAGNUS, Jeremiah Clarke, 1669-1707



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Page 147
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,

[4c>s RN

o]
L 1
ey —xo o [ — — 1
& ot 17) [ _— ® = i

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



HYMN OF PRAISE

Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your
presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world,
and in the end bring everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our
Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD

THE FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11

[Luke writes:] "In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus did
and taught from the beginning “until the day when he was taken up to
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to
them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and
speaking about the kingdom of God. “While staying with them, he ordered
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the
Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; *for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many
days from now.”

°So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” "He replied, “It is not for
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. ®But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.” °"When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. ""While
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men
in white robes stood by them. ""They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



THE PSALM Psalm 47

8:00 The Psalm will be read responsively with the assembly reading the
verses in bold.

10:30 The antiphon is introduced by the choir, then is sung by all. The
assembly sings the verses in bold print.
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God has gone up with

Psalm 47:5
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'Clap your hands, ! all you peoples;
shout to God with a ! joyful sound.
’For the LORD Most High is ! to be feared:
a great king over ! all the earth,
‘who subdues the ! peoples under us,
and the nations un- ! der our feet;
“‘who chooses our inheri- ! tance for us,
the pride of Jacob, ! whom God loves. R
°God has gone up ! with a shout,
the LORD with the sound ! of the ram’s horn.
°Sing praises to ! God, sing praises;
sing praises to our ! king, sing praises. R
'For God is king of ! all the earth;
sing praises ! with a song.
éGod reigns o- ! ver the nations;
God is en- | throned on high.
°The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the | God of
Abraham.
The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is high- ! ly exalted. R



THE SECOND READING Ephesians 1:15-23

| have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the
saints, and for this reason '°l do not cease to give thanks for you as |
remember you in my prayers. 'l pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation
as you come to know him, '®so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, “and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe,
according to the working of his great power. ?°God put this power to work
in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right
hand in the heavenly places, ?'far above all rule and authority and power
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age
but also in the age to come. ??And he has put all things under his feet and
has made him the head over all things for the church, »which is his body,
the fullness of him who fills all in all.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Henrik Sonntag
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THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:44-53

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the Twenty-fourth Chapter. Glory
to you, O Lord.

“[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that
| spoke to you while | was still with you—that everything written about me
in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”*Then
he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, “°and he said to them,
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead
on the third day, “’and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “*You are
witnesses of these things. “°’And see, | am sending upon you what my
Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with
power from on high.”

*“Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he
blessed them. >"While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and
was carried up into heaven. *?And they worshiped him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy; “*and they were continually in the temple
blessing God.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON Pastor Henrik Sonntag
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

Please stand as you are able.



HYMN OF THE DAY
No. 392 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: HYFRYDOIL, Rowland H. Prichard, 18111887

Hyfrydol



THE APOSTLES’ CREED Page 105

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please kneel or sit for the prayers: This week’s response is: Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray
for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church and all ministers of the gospel, that the Spirit will

empower them to be your witnesses throughout the earth, especially we
pray for the bishop-elect, Bryan Penman, of our synod and all bishops of
the ELCA. Keep all teachers and missionaries under your care and guide
them as they proclaim your word to the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.



For the well-being of creation and for all your creatures: for zoos, nature
preserves, and conservation organizations, for endangered species, and
for those who work to protect all that you have made. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For the nations and those who govern: for all countries, regions, and
people in crisis or at war. Bring your peace on earth, in our homes, and in
our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For all in any need: for exiles, refugees, and those fleeing war and poverty,
for those who suffer from individual and institutionalized racism. For those
who grieve, and for those near death. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

For this congregation and for its concerns: for visitors, for those who are
absent, for those in prison, for the homebound, for those who travel and
especially for all those on our prayer list. Enliven our faith and invigorate
our mission. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In thanksgiving for all the faithful departed who now rest in you. Following
the example of all those who have died in the faith, strengthen us to share
your good news in the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and
living Lord.
Amen.

Please stand as you are able



DEDICATION OF PRAYER SHAWLS

Just as we were knit together by the grace of God, so too have these
prayer shawls been knit together with the prayer, compassion, and love of
this congregation. May these shawls be comforting mantles of warmth and
peace to those who shall receive them. May they be armor in times of fear,
encircling arms in times of loneliness, and a safe haven on the journey of
life.

We dedicate these prayer shawls in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. Amen.

THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
All greet each other with Christ’s gesture of peace
saying “Peace be with you.”

Please be seated

MEAL

OFFERING

8:00 a.m. Organ selection

10:30 a.m. Rejoice, the Lord is King! Charles Wesley/Malcolm Archer
The Chancel Choir

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY No. 692 We Are an Offering Offering
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We lift our voic-es, we liftourhands, weliftour lives up to you: we are an
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We lift our voic-es, we liftour hands, we lift our lives upto you:
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we are an  of-fer-ing, we are an  of-fer - ing.

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

THE SANCTUS

Concludes with ... Amen.

Page 152

Page 153
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER Page 154

Please be seated.



THE COMMUNION

“Lamb of God” Page 154
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.

No. 953 Before the Ancient One, Christ Stands

Christ Church, Minneapolis
AnnaLisa Mariani, cantor (8:00 only)
The Chancel Choir (10:30 only)

Please stand as you are able.

THE COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.

THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
Now Lord, You Let Your Servant Go in Peace Page 113
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Concludes with Amen.

SENDING

THE BLESSING Page 155

THE SENDING HYMN
No. 825 You Servants of God Lyons



You Servants of God
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I You ser-vants of God, your Mas-ter pro-claim, and pub-lish a -
2 As-cend-ed on high, al - might-y to save, yet still he is
3 Sal - va-tion to God who sits on the throne! Let all cry a -
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Je -sus ex - tol; his king-dom is glo-rious and rules o - ver all!

tri-umph shall sing, as - crib - ing sal - va-tion to Je - sus, our king!
an-gels pro-claim, fall down on their fac - es, and wor-ship the Lamb.
an-gels a - bove, and thanks nev-er ceas-ing, and in - fin-ite love!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: LYONS, attr. Johann Michael Haydn, 1737-1806

Please be seated for the announcements.
PARISH NOTICES AND JOYS
Sending: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE POSTLUDE
Chorale Prelude on “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” (Hyfrydol) Gordon Young



