
 
 

Second Sunday of Easter 

First Holy Communion 

April 7, 2024 

8:00 and 10:30 AM 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Henrik Sonntag, Pastor 

120 N. Easton Road, Glenside, PA 

215-884-3005 



GATHERING ______________________________ 

 

THE PRELUDE 

Chorale Prelude on “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain (Gaudeamus 
Pariter)                                                                                     Jan Bender 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                              Page 94 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 

that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 

fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 

free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 

the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all you sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. OR 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 

you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith.  Amen. 
 



OPENING HYMN   
No. 363 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain  
     

 
 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

 

KYRIE                                                                          Page 147

 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE                                                    Page 149 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By 

the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the 

resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

THE WORD _______________________________ 

 

THE FIRST READING                                                            Acts 4:32-35 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, 

and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything 

they owned was held in common. 33With great power the apostles gave 

their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was 

upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many 

as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what 

was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each 

as any had need. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM                                            Psalm 133 

 

8:00 The Psalm will be read responsively with the assembly reading the 

verses in bold.  

10:30 The antiphon is introduced by the choir, then is sung by all. The 

assembly sings the verses in bold print.  
  



 

 
 1How good and how pleas- | ant it is, 

  when kindred live togeth- | er in unity! 

 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard, 

  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his 

robe. R 

 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of Zion. 

  For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life 

for- | evermore. R 

 

THE SECOND READING                                        1 John 1:1-2:2 

 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, 

what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched 

with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we 

have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was 

with the Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you what we have 

seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 

fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing 

these things so that our joy may be complete. 
5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 

God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have 

fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do 

what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 

from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will 

forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that 



we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 

sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 

Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not 

for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                              Henrik Sonntag 

                               

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                               John 20:19-31 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the Twentieth Chapter. Glory to 

you, O Lord. 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 

of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After 

he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 

rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 

with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said 

this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If 

you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 

any, they are retained.” 

 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 

them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen 

the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 

hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I 



will not believe.” 

 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 

finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 

Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 

God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 

are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 

believing you may have life in his name. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON               Vicar Ian Clements 

 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY  

No. 390 The Risen Christ                                                           Woodlands 

                                                                                             

 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                              Page 105 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate  

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 

dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Please kneel or sit for the prayers: This week’s response is: Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen, and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray 

for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 
 

Holy God, we pray for the body of Christ, the church. Where the church is 

persecuted, protect it. Where the church is privileged, grant it humility. 

Where the church is fractured, heal it. Guide us all to embody Christ’s love 

in the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

 

 



Life-giving God, we pray for the earth, your good creation. Join our 

prayers with branches lifted in praise and roaring waters of new life, that 

together we may proclaim Easter hope. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful God, we pray for all peoples and nations. Free oppressed 

communities from occupation, exploitation, and abuse. Teach leaders your 

way of justice. Empower peacemakers and all who work to end violence 

and strife. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Liberating God, we pray for people everywhere who long for good news. 

Roll away the stones that keep people from living with dignity and 

wholeness. Breathe new life and hope into people struggling to make it 

through each day, especially The family and loved ones of Bill Hall and all 

those on our prayer list. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Loving God, we pray for this community of faith and for your Spirit in our 

midst. Feed us at your Easter table and fill us with your wisdom, that we 

may serve and care for others. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Eternal God, we remember those who have gone before us in death 

especially Bill Hall. Renew our trust in your promises, that we live with 

joyful courage and compassion. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and 

living Lord. 

Amen. 

Please stand as you are able 

 

THE PEACE     

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

All greet each other with Christ’s gesture of peace 

saying “Peace be with you.” 

 

Please be seated 



MEAL_____________________________________ 

 

OFFERING  
Peace I Leave with You                                                         Walter L. Pelz 

The Chancel Choir 
 

         Please stand as you are able. 
 

OFFERTORY No. 692 We Are an Offering                                 Offering 

 

 

 

 
 

 



THE OFFERTORY PRAYER         Concludes with … Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                       Page 152 

 

THE SANCTUS                                                             Page 153 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER       Page 154 

Please be seated. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE COMMUNION 

(10:30 only) We are thankful to celebrate the First Holy Communion with 

Emerson Corsey 

 

“Lamb of God”                                        Page 154 

 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

THE COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE                      

Now Lord, You Let Your Servant Go in Peace                           Page 113 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Concludes with Amen. 

 

SENDING ________________________________ 

 

THE BLESSING                                                             Page 155 

 

THE SENDING HYMN 

No. 376 Thine Is the Glory                                               Judas Maccabaeus 



 
 



Please be seated for the announcements. 
 

PARISH NOTICES AND JOYS 

 

Sending:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

THE POSTLUDE  
Chorale Prelude “Thine is the Glory” (Judas 

Maccabaeus)                                                                  Karl Osterlund 

   

   
 


