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GATHERING ______________________________ 

 

THE PRELUDE Adagio from Symphonie No. 3                    Louis Vierne 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (10:30 only) 

Come, O Lord                                                                       Wayne L. Wold  

St. Paul’s Youth Singers 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                  Page 94 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 

that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 

fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 

free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 

the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all you sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. OR 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 

you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith.  Amen. 
 

 



OPENING HYMN   

No. 831 The God of Abraham Praise                                              Yigdal 

 

 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                                          Page 98 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of 

shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the 

cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

THE WORD _______________________________ 

 

THE FIRST READING                                    Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and 

said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I 

will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you 

exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to 

him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of 

a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your 

name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of 

nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, 

and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me 

and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an 

everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 

 15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 

Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will 

give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; 

kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 



THE PSALM                                                                 Psalm 22:23-31 

8:00 The Psalm will be read responsively with the assembly reading the 

verses in bold.  

10:30 The antiphon is introduced by the choir, then is sung by all. The 

assembly sings the verses in bold print.  

 
 

   23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s | line, give 

glory. 

  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off- | spring of Israel. 

 24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 

neither is the LORD’s face hid- | den from them; 

  but when they cry out, | the LORD hears them. 

 25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 

 26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live 

forever! R 

 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 

 28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 

  who rules o- | ver the nations. 

 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 

  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be-

 | fore the LORD. 

 30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 

  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 

 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 

  saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!” R 

 



THE SECOND READING                                      Romans 4:13-25 

13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or 

to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of 

faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null 

and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no 

law, neither is there violation. 

 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest 

on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the 

adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for 

he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of 

many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who 

gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not 

exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father 

of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your 

descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own 

body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred 

years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No 

distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew 

strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God 

was able to do what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned 

to him as righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were 

written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us 

who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was 

handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 

justification. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                     Page 103 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                      Mark 8:31-38 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the Eighth Chapter. Glory to you, 

O Lord. 
 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 

suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 

and be killed, and after three days rise again.32He said all this quite openly. 

And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and 

looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! 

For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

 34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 

become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 

and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 

who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save 

it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 

life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are 

ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, 

of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory 

of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

(10:30 only): 

God So Loved the World                                                      Wayne L. Wold 

St. Paul’s Youth Singers 

 

SERMON             Pastor Henrik Sonntag 

 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

No. 1093 In a Deep, Unbounded Darkness                    Divinum Mysterium 

 



 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                              Page 105 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate  

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 

dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Please kneel or sit for the prayers: This week’s response is: Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, 

the well-being of creation, and a world in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

We turn to you for meaning, holy God. Nurture in your children the gifts of 

the Spirit poured out in baptism and let the mind of Christ guide the 

church. Give wisdom and discernment to our bishops, pastors, deacons, 

teachers, and leaders. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



We turn to you for renewal. Save lives and ecosystems threatened by 

pollution and a changing climate. Cleanse the earth’s waters and restore 

the soil. Preserve rainforests, deserts, and wildlife, that generations to 

come may cherish your creation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We turn to you for justice. Uphold the worth and dignity of every person, 

especially any who experience hatred and rejection because of gender, 

ability, sexual orientation, color, ethnicity, or religion. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We turn to you for healing. Send compassionate helpers to any who suffer 

because of war and violence. Shelter unhoused people, befriend those 

who are lonely, bring hope to any in despair, and console the bereaved 

especially the family and loved ones of the Freeman/Maxwell families and 

all those on our prayer list. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We turn to you for purpose. Remind us of your faithfulness to this 

congregation. Increase our trust in your guidance and keep us near the 

cross. Grant that our acts of service will express Christ’s sacrificial love. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We turn to you for peace. We honor the saints who lived in service to 

others, especially Dave Freeman. Inspire us by their example until you 

gather us into your kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of 

our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able 

 

THE PEACE     

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

During Lent all are invited to silently meditate on the Peace of God. The 

peace will be shared again on Easter Sunday.  
 

Please be seated 

 



MEAL_____________________________________ 

OFFERING  
8:00 Organ selection 

10:30 A Lenten Walk                                                   arr. Hal H. Hopson 

The Chancel Choir 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

OFFERTORY No. 186 Create in Me                               Richard W. Hillert 

 

 

 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER         Concludes with … Amen. 
 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                       Page 107 

 

THE SANCTUS                                                             Page 108 

 
 

 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                 Sung 

(During Lent we will be singing the Lord’s Prayer on Sunday mornings. 

Copies are available at the entrance along with the bulletin. Please return 

this copy to where you picked it up for use again next week. Thank you.) 

 
Please be seated. 

 

 



THE COMMUNION 

“Lamb of God”                                                Page 112 

 
No. 799 Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake                 Machs Mit Mir, Gott 



 



 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

THE COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 

THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  

Now Lord, You Let Your Servant Go in Peace                           Page 113
                      

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Concludes with Amen. 

 

 

 



SENDING ________________________________ 

 

THE BLESSING                                                             Page 114 

 

THE SENDING HYMN      
No. 812 Faith of Our Fathers                                              St. Catherine 

 
 



Please be seated for the announcements. 
 

PARISH NOTICES AND JOYS 

 

SENDING:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

THE POSTLUDE  
Chorale Prelude on “Faith of Our Fathers” (St. Catherine)  
                                                                                           Camil Van Hulse 

 


