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Preparation for Worship through Carols 

Welcome to all who worship this joyous day! 

Worship on Christmas Eve provides holy moments of quiet in the midst of an eve 

of excitement. 

Together, let us prepare for worship through the joyful singing of carols. 

 

CAROL SING PRELUDE:  

 No. 288  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice         In Dulci Jubilo 

 
 



No. 279  O Little Town of Bethlehem          St. Louis

 
 

  



 

No. 282  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear      Carol 

 
 

  

 

 



 

No. 290  Go tell it on the Mountain                       Go Tell It 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WELCOME MESSAGE 

 

PROCESSIONAL CAROL    No. 283 O, Come, All Ye Faithful         Adeste Fideles  

 

 

THE GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 



And also with you. 

 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

Anthem   O Come, Little Children         Mark Patterson 

O come, little children, O come, one and all  

to Bethlehem’s stable, in Bethlehem’s stall,  

and see with rejoicing this glorious sight  

our Father in heaven has sent us this night. 

O see in the manger in hallowed light  

a star throws it beam on this holiest sight.  

In clean swaddling clothes lies the heavenly child,  

more lovely than angels this baby so mild. 

O come, little children, O come, one and all  

to Bethlehem’s stable in Bethlehem’s stall.  

As Mary and Joseph smile on him with love  

the angels are singing sweet songs from above.  

The angels are singing sweet songs from above. 

 

St. Paul’s Children’s Choir 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 

Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in 

the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen 

 

THE WORD_________________________________________________________ 

 

THE DECREE 

And in these days a decree goes out to all the world, for these are taxing times. 

We are all called again to go to Bethlehem, no matter the state of our health or 

our world. We come, obedient and faithful, for we have heard the message, we 

have dreamed the dream that God will come to dwell among us. 

We come, expectant with joy, pregnant with anticipation, for God has done great 

things for us.  We come searching for a sign; bearing our gifts, we come. 



We come, called from the silent hillsides of our hearts, startled and frightened by 

the magnitude of light, we huddle together toward Bethlehem. 

We come, one by one, and yet, as one, dancing into the Promise! 

 [poem by Ann Weems] 

 

CAROL No. 272  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming   Es Ist Ein Ros 

 



THE LIVING NATIVITY 

 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be enrolled. And all went to be enrolled, each to his own city. And Joseph 

also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to the city of David, which is 

called Bethlehem, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 

And while they were there, the time came for her to be delivered. And she 

gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him 

in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  
 

Anthem      The Animals’ Peace Carol   Steve Heitzeg 

In the fields in night so deep shepherds watched as sheep did sleep,  

dreaming of oats and hay, oats and hay.  

Listen! Hear the donkey bray. How were they to know among the midnight glow?  

Then they saw more than straw.  

In the sky a star appeared with angels singing, oh, so near.  

Ah…Ah… Never had a star shined so bright, so far. 

Then they knew what to do. So they journeyed to the place; 

 each animal filled with his grace, bringing but themselves and their love.  

They were filled with songs above.  

Sacred herbs and all; they had heard the baby call, 

 and when they knelt, his love they felt. 

Peace is born each new day; in each heart it will stay. 

 Peace says yes to me, yes to you, 

 yes to many and yes to few.  

Born in Bethlehem; he will come again.  

Peace to you.  

St. Paul’s Children’s Choir 
 

 And in that region there were shepherds keeping watch over their flock by 

night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and they were filled with fear. 

And the angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a 

great joy which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will 

find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 

 

Anthem    In A Little Stable                  E. W. Schroeter 

In a little stable far across the sea was a little Baby just like you and me. 

Not a bed or cradle, not a pillow deep, but a lowly manger was His place to sleep. 

Shepherds stood around Him, angels watched with care, 



 for this Babe was JESUS, lying, smiling there. 

Oh, I love this Jesus, who was little then, 

 for I know He loves me, little though I am. 

 

Away in a Manger                                                        James R. Murray 
 

St. Paul’s Cherub Choir 

 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 

all people.”  
 

Anthem                  Gloria                  Anne and William McNair 

Gloria, gloria, gloria! Gloria in excelsis Deo!  

Glory be to God on high! Glory be to God! 

The angels sing of peace on earth for they have seen God’s light!  

The angels sing of Jesus’ birth, rejoice with them this night! 

Gloria, gloria, gloria! Gloria in excelsis Deo!  

Glory be to God on high! Glory be to God! 

The angels sing of peace on earth, for they have seen God’s light!  

The angels sing of Jesus’ birth, rejoice with them this night! 

Gloria, gloria, gloria! Gloria in excelsis Deo!  

Glory be to God on high! Glory be to God! 

Gloria in excelsis Deo!  

Glory be to God on high! Glory be to God! 

St. Paul’s Children’s Choir 

 

 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem, behold, wise men from the East 

came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born King of the Jews? 

For we have seen his star in the East and have come to worship him.”  

 When Herod the King heard this, he was troubled; and assembling all the 

chief priests and scribes, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 

They told him, “In Bethlehem; for so it is written by the prophet.” Then Herod 

summoned the wise men, and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 

search diligently for the child, and when you have found him bring me word, that I 

too may come and worship him.” 

 And lo, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it 

came to rest over the place where the child was.  



When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. On 

entering the place, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 

and paid him homage. They, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 

their own country by another way. 

 

CAROL We Three Kings of Orient Are                      Three Kings of Orient 

 

Stanza 1 We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder 

star. 

 

 Refrain O star of wonder, star of night,  

star with royal beauty bright;  

Westward leading, still proceeding,  

guide us to thy perfect light! 

 

Stanza 2 Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, Gold I bring to crown 

Him again, King forever, ceasing never over us all to reign. 

Refrain. 

 

Stanza 3 Frankincense to offer have I; Incense owns a Deity nigh; 

Prayer and praising we are raising, worshiping God Most 

high. Refrain. 

 

Stanza 4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering 

gloom; Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying , sealed in the 

stone-cold tomb. Refrain. 

 

Stanza 5 Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and 

Sacrifice; Alleluia, Alleluia sound through the earth and 

skies. Refrain. 

 

All who heard were amazed at what was told them. But Mary treasured all 

these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 



CAROL  No. 270  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   Mendelssohn 

 
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE From Christmas Day in the Morning by Pearl S. Buck 

 

 



THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  

All greet each other with Christ’s gesture of peace saying “Peace be with you”  

Please be seated 

 

 

THE MEAL________________________________________________________ 

 

THE OFFERING Jesus, Gift of God text Richard Leach/music Carson Cooman 

 

Jesus, gift of God, here are gifts for you:  

angels bring their song, heavens bring their star;  

magi, gold, and spice, shepherds, joy and awe.  

Jesus, alleluia! 

Jesus, gift of God, here are gifts for you:  

earth gives you its cave, animals their crib;  

Mary gives her strength, Joseph gives his care.  

Jesus, alleluia! 

Jesus, gift of God, here are gifts for you:  

We will bring our hearts, bring the weight they bear;  

lay their burdens down, lift your easy yoke.  

Jesus, alleluia! 

 

St. Paul’s Children’s Choir 

 

THE OFFERTORY  No. 692   We Are An Offering 

 



 
 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING         P. 107 

 
 

THE SANCTUS                 P. 108 

 



 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER       P. 112 

THE COMMUNION 

“Lamb of God”        P. 112 

 
 

THE COMMUNION 

Music during Communion 

 

I Wonder As I Wander                                                                 John Jacob Niles 

AnnaLisa Mariani, soloist 

 

No. 289           Angels We Have Heard on High  Gloria 

 



 
  

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

 

 



THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE     P. 113 

 
The Post-Communion Prayer concludes with Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

  

THE LIGHTING OF CANDLES 

The ushers will come forward and receive the light from the Pastor. As the light 

spreads through the congregation, you are requested to tip your non burning 

candles to receive the light from your neighbor’s burning candle. Parents are 

asked to help their children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE CANDLELIGHTING CAROL  

No. 281 Silent Night, Holy Night! Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!       Stille Nacht 

Stanza 1 in German, then all three stanzas in English  

(For your convenience, music is on the back page)  

 

As the light from the Christ candle is passed from one to another in the pews, 

please exercise extreme caution.  

(Congregation remains seated) 

 

 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE:   Chorale Prelude on “Stille Nacht”                                 John Leavitt 

Susie Pierce Mills, piano 

 

 

2023 NATIVITY FOLK: 

READER: Vicar Ian Clements 

MARY, JOSEPH and BABY JESUS: Kayla Morini, Anthony Pileggi, and Sonny 

WISEMEN: Leo Picado, Neal O’Rourke, Rob Gerlach 

SHEPHERDS: Dominick Garcia, Benny Garcia 

ANGELS: Cherub Choir 

 

 



  


