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GATHERING

THE PRELUDE

| Wonder as | Wander Cathy Moklebust

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Cathy Moklebust
The Ringers of St. Paul’s

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Page 94

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all you sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. OR

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith. Amen.



OPENING HYMN
No. 242 Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn Rejoice, Rejoice
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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I A - wake! A - wake, and greet the new morn, for

2 To us, o all in sor - row and fear, Em -
3 In dark - est night his com - ing shall be, when
4 Re - joice, re - joice, take heart in the night, though
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an - gels her - ald its dawn - ing. Sing out your joy, for
man - u - el comes a - sing - ing, his hum - ble song is
all  the world is de - spair-ing, as morn - ing light  so
dark the win-ter and  cheer-less, the ris - ing sun shall
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soon he is born, be - hold! the Child of our long - ing.
qui - et and near, yet fills  the earth with its ring - ing;
qui - et and free, so warm and gen - tle and car - ing.

crown you with light, be strong and lov - ing and fear - less.
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Come as a ba - by weak and poor, to  bring all hearts to -
mu - sic to heal the bro - ken soul and hymns of lov - ing -
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our end - less
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geth - er, he o - pens wide the heav'n - ly door  and
kind - ness, the thun - der of his an - thems roll to
won - der, the weak be raised a - bove the strong, and
sto - Ty; may God fill ev - ry day we share and
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lives now in - side us for - ev - ern
shat - ter all ha - tred and blind - ness.
weap-ons be  bro - ken a - sun - der
bring us at last in - to glo - vy

Text: Marty Haugen, b, 1950

Music: REJOICE, REIOICE, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 8. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358,
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you

KYRIE Page 98
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray 1o the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
0| .
o T T n T |
b 1 - I 1 I 1 1
s G- S I E——
J - b
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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Light A Candle THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
forthe Messiah  No. 240 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
| Tif In Veldele
First, Second, and Third Stanzas Only

ﬂ& Please be seated.

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the
words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to
your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.



THE WORD

THE FIRST READING Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

'The spirit of the Lord Gob is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
“to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
*to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.
“They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.

®For | the LORD love justice,
| hate robbery and wrongdoing;
| will faithfully give them their recompense,
and | will make an everlasting covenant with them.
°Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.
9l will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.



""For as the earth brings forth its shoots,

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord Gob will cause righteousness and praise

to spring up before all the nations.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM Psalm 126

The antiphon is introduced by the choir, then is sung by all. The assembly
sings the verses in bold print.
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The Lorp has done great  things for us.
Psalm 126:3

Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.
'When the LORD restored the for- ! tunes of Zion,
then were we like | those who dream.
“Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue
with | shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done
great ! things for them.”
*The LORD has done great ! things for us,
and we are ! glad indeed.
“‘Restore our for- | tunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses ! of the Negeb. R
*Those who ! sowed with tears
will reap with ! songs of joy.
‘Those who go out weeping, carry- ! ing the seed,
will come again with joy, shoulder-!ing their sheaves. R

THE SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

'°Rejoice always, ""pray without ceasing, '*give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. "?Do not
quench the Spirit. ?°Do not despise the words of prophets, ?'but test



everything; hold fast to what is good; ??abstain from every form of evil.

“May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit
and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. #The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.

Please stand as you are able.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 102
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.
THE HOLY GOSPEL John 1:6-8, 19-28

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 1st Chapter. Glory to you, O
Lord.

5There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.

®This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” ?°He confessed and
did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 2'And they asked
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “l am not.” “Are you the
prophet?” He answered, “No.” 2Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let
us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about



yourself?” ZHe said,

“l am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,””
as the prophet Isaiah said.

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. *They asked him, “Why
then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the
prophet?” 22John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands
one whom you do not know, ?the one who is coming after me; | am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 2This took place in Bethany

across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sunday School Children and Youth Group Members
Santa Lucia Presentation
Narration — Steve and Karen LoMaistro
Welcome
The Jultomtars (Elves)
The Stjarnogassar (Starboys & Stargirls)
Nu ar Det Juligen
Swedish Girls Children of the Heavenly Father
The Pepparkakor Girls
Baker Lads
Swedish Farmers
Lucia Queen: Lauren LoMaistro (Caroline Van Pelt, vocals)

Santa Lucia Song — Queens & attendants



SANTA LUCIA

First time the queen sings all three verses alone.

1. Hark! Through the
darksome night
sounds come ringing:
Lo! Tis the queen of light
joyfully singing.

Clad in her garments white
wearing her crown of light
Santa Lucia! Santa Lucia!

2. Deep in the northern sky

bright stars are beaming

Christmas is drawing nigh
candles are gleaming.

HYMN OF THE DAY
No. 905 We Are Waiting for Jesus

Welcome thou vision rare,
lights glowing in thy hair
Santa Lucia! Santa Lucia!

3. Night soon shall flee
away

with its dark dreaming;

radiant shall be thy day

with sunlight streaming
this is the promise bright,
maiden with crown of light
Santa Lucia! Santa Lucia

Jesus Brings Peace



We Are Waiting for Jesus
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1 We are wait - ing for Je sus; Je sus brings peace.
2 We are wait - ing for Je sus; Je sus brings peace.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je sus brings peace.
n ” — I o !
) A ] | ‘I__F' R | i r’ | ' | I i
Sun of jus - tice, shine up-on us; we are trust - ing in your prom-ise.
Lov-ing Shep-herd, walk be-side us; stir our hearts, and gent - ly guide us.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.

Text: John Helgen, b. 1957
Music: JESUS BRINGS PEACE, John Helgen
Text and music © 2013 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



THE APOSTLES’ CREED Page 105
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
All greet each other with Christ’s gesture of peace
saying “Peace be with you.”

Please be seated

MEAL

OFFERING Rejoice! Rejoice! Aaron David Miller
Chancel Choir

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY No. 692 We Are an Offering
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We lift our voic-es, we liftourhands, weliftour lives up to you: we are an
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all that we hope to be, we give toyou, we give to you.
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We lift our voic-es, we liftour hands, we lift our lives upto you:
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we are an  of-fer-ing, we are an  of- fer - ing.

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER Concludes with ... Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Page 107
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE SANCTUS Page 108
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name of the Lord. Ho -san - na in the high - est.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER Page 112



Please be seated.

THE COMMUNION

“Lamb of God” Page 112
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a -
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way the sin  of the world,; grant us peace, granl us  peace.

No. 901 Now the Heavens Start to Whisper Suo Gan




Now the Heavens Start to Whisper
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1 Now the heav - ens start to whis-per, as the veil is grow-ing thin.
2 Heav - y clouds that block the moon-light now be-gin to drift a - way.

3 Christ, e - ter - nal

Sun of jus - tice, Christ, the rose of

wis-dom’s seed,
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Earth from slum - ber wakes

come to bless with
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fire

to

lis - ten
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the stir - ring, faint with-in:
Dia - mond bril-liance through the dark-ness shines the hope of com-ing day.
and fra-grance hours of yearn-ing, hurt, and need.
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of prom-ise, deep-ly plant-ed, child

Christ, the morn-ing star of splen-dor, gleams with-in

In the lone - ly,
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a world grown dim.

the out-cast, hid from view;
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Like the soil
Heav-en’s em - ber
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be - neath the frost-line, hearts grow soft to wel-come him.
to full-ness; hearts grow warm to wel-come him.

Child who comes to grace the man-ger, teach our hearts to wel-come you.

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953
Music: SUO GAN, Welsh melody

Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

Please stand as you are able.

THE COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.

THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

Now Lord, You Let Your Servant Go in Peace

Page 113
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Now, Lord,  you let your ser-vant go in peace: your word has been ful -
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filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va-tion which you have pre-pared in the
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace.
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Concludes with Amen.
THE BLESSING Page 114

THE SENDING HYMN
No. 239 Hark, the Glad Sound!

Chesterfield



Hark, the Glad Sound!
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1 Hark, the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, the Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’'ners to re - lease, in Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken heart to bind, the bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of peace, your wel - come
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prom - ised long; let ev - ry heart pre -
bond - age held. The gates of brass be -
soul to cure, and with the trea -  sures
shall pro claim, and heav’'n’s e - ter -  nal
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pare a  throne and ev - 'ry voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters  yield.
of his grace toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
arch - es ring with your be - lov - ed name.

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751

Music: CHESTERFIELD. Thomas Haweis. 1734—1820)

Please be seated for the announcements.

PARISH NOTICES AND JOYS
SENDING: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE POSTLUDE

Chorale Prelude on “Hark the Glad Sound” (Chesterfield)

John Leavitt



