“But while they were on their way to
buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived.”

Matthew 25:10, NIV

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost

November 12t 2023
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Henrik Sonntag, Pastor
120 N. Easton Road
Glenside, PA
215-884-3005



GATHERING

THE PRELUDE

Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing arr. Patricia Hurlbutt

A Joyous Fanfare Fred Gramann
The Ringers of St. Paul’s

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Page 116

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all you sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. OR

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith. Amen.



OPENING HYMN
No. 625 Come, We That Love the Lord Marching to Zion

Come, We That Love the Lord
We’re Marching to Zion
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1 Come, we that love the Lord, and let our joys be known;
2 Let those re - fuse to sing who nev-er knew our God;
3 The hill of Zi - on yields a thou-sand sa - cred sweets
4 Then let our songs a-bound, and ev - ry tear be dry;
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join in a song with sweet ac-cord, join in a song with
but chil - dren of the heav’'n - ly King, but  chil - dren of the
be - fore we reach the heav’n - ly fields, be - fore we reach the
we're march - ing through Im - man - uel’s ground, we’re march - ing through Im -
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sweet ac-cord and thus sur - round the throne, and thus sur-round the throne.
heav’'n-ly King may tell their joys a-broad, may tell theirjoys a - broad.
heav’'n-ly fields, or walk the gold-en streets, or walk the gold-en streets.
man-uel’s ground, to  fair - er  worlds on high, to fair - er worlds on high.
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We're march-ing to Zi - on, beau - ti-ful, beau - ti-ful Zi - on:
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we’re march-ing up-wardto Zi - on, the beau-ti-ful cit-y of God.

Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748, stanzas; Robert Lowry, 1826—1899, refrain
Music: MARCHING TO ZION, Robert Lowry



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Page 120
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our sal - va - tion, let us
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the u - ni - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.

A - men.



HYMN OF PRAISE Page 121
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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I Lord God, heav-en -ly King, al - might-y God and Fa-ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we  praise you for your glo-ry.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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2 Lord Je - susChrist,on-ly Son of the Fa - ther, Lord God, Lamb of
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God, you take a-waythe sin of the world: have mer-cy on us; you are
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scat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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Refrain

Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on ecarth.

3 For you a-lone arethe Ho-ly One, you  a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly
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Glo-ry to God inthe high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on ecarth.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words
of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of
others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE WORD

THE FIRST READING Amos 5:18-24

'®Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why do you want the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, not light;
“as if someone fled from a lion,
and was met by a bear;
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
and was bitten by a snake.
s not the day of the LORD darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?

1| hate, | despise your festivals,
and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
*’Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
| will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
| will not look upon.
*Take away from me the noise of your songs;
| will not listen to the melody of your harps.
“But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



THE PSALM Psalm 70

8:00 The Psalm will be read responsively with the assembly reading the
verses in bold.

10:30 The antiphon is sung by all. The assembly sings the verses in bold
print
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o Lorp, do mnot tar - ry.

Psalm 70:5
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'Be pleased, O God, to de- ! liver me;
O LORD, make ! haste to help me.
’Let those who seek my life be put to shame ! and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and ! be
disgraced. R
3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat ! over me
turn back because ! of their shame.
“Let all who seek you rejoice and be ! glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great ! is
the LoRrD!”
But as for me, | am poor and needy; come to me quick- !'ly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, ! do not tarry. R

THE SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

8We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those
who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no
hope. "“For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so,
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. "*For this we
declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left



until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have
died. '®For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s
call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and
the dead in Christ will rise first. ""Then we who are alive, who are left, will
be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air;
and so we will be with the Lord forever. ®Therefore encourage one
another with these words.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 124
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.
THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-13

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 25th Chapter. Glory to
you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] "“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this.
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. “Five
of them were foolish, and five were wise. *When the foolish took their
lamps, they took no oil with them; “but the wise took flasks of oil with their
lamps. °As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and
slept. °But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom!
Come out to meet him.” “Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed



their lamps. °The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our
lamps are going out.” °But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough
for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for
yourselves.” "’And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and
those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the
door was shut. ""Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord,
lord, open to us.” "?But he replied, ‘Truly | tell you, | do not know

you.’” *Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON Vicar lan Clements

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY
No. 1047 What Is the World Like New World



What Is the World Like
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1 What is the world  like when God’s will is
2 What is the world  like when God’s will is
3 What is the world  like when God’s will is
4 What is the world  like when God’s will is
5 These are the sto - ries that Je - sus im
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done? Mus - tard seeds grow more than
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soil; branch - es reach for the sun.
par - ent breaks in - to a run.
plac - es where once  there was none.
lamps till the new day’s be -  gun.
voic - es, our hands, and our hearts,
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This is how  God moves us each to be - lieve.
This is how  God longs for us when we roam.
This is how  God works when ri - val - ries end.
This is how  God read - ies us for the light.
this is a new world where God’s will is  done.

Text: Adam M. L. Tice, b. 1979
Music: NEW WORLD, Sally Ann Morris, b. 1952
Text and music © 2009 GIA Publicati Inc., gi ic.com. All rights reserved.
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED Page 105
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please kneel or sit for the prayers: This week’s response is: Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Pastor: Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for
the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

O God for whom we wait, come quickly to your people, bring your
salvation, and center us in hope found only in you. Deepen our faith
through meaningful worship and send us out with your justice and truth.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O God for whom we watch, we glimpse your power in rushing water and
your beauty in the darkening night. Restore this creation, and provide
clean water to all people and animals. Save us from foolish, wasteful living.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O God for whom we long, let justice roll down like waters on all nations.
Bless citizens with wise leaders; save your children from war. We pray for



the veterans of this community and thank them for their service. We pray
that they are supported and loved. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O God, in whom we hope, we pray for all who are in need. Provide for
those who experience homelessness or hunger, support the under-
employed or unemployed, and comfort any who are suffering this day
especially Karen Delaney, the family and loved ones of Pastor. Bill Erat, the
family and loved ones of Allain Hunsicker, and all those on our prayer list.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O God for whom we listen, inspire the music ministry of our congregation.
Fill our worship with songs to proclaim your greatness. Help us to sing and
dance with joy and tell boldly of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

O God, in whom we remain, we remember our loved ones who have died
and now live in you, especially Pastor. Bill Erat and Allain Hunsicker. Bring
comfort and the assurance of new life to all who grieve. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please stand as you are able

THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
All greet each other with Christ’s gesture of peace
saying “Peace be with you.”

Please be seated



MEAL

OFFERING

8:00 — Organ Selection

10:30 — Soon and Very Soon Andraé Crouch / arr. Jack Schrader
Chancel Choir

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY No. 692 We Are an Offering
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we are an  of-fer-ing, we are an  of - fer - ing,



THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

Concludes with ... Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ) Page 129
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THE SANCTUS Page 130
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER Page 134
Please be seated.
THE COMMUNION
“Lamb of God” Page 135
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Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have mer - cy on
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.
No. 638 Blessed Assurance Assurance



Blessed Assurance
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
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Refrain
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908

Please stand as you are able.

THE COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.

THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
Now Lord, You Let Your Servant Go in Peace Page 135
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Now, Lord, you let your ser-vant go in peace: your word has been ful -
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THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Concludes with Amen.
THE BLESSING Page 136
THE SENDING HYMN
No. 244 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers Haf Trones Lampa Férdig



Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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I Re - joice, re-joice,be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f’rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex -pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
0 1, , , .
P T | I | | T I |
L I I I s [ 1 > | [ I |
e e s e s s T 4  * & o=
| | | | | | & [ |
» o ! o—o 7 o ® {
the eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu - ias  clear.
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row is no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be- night-ed sphere.
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The bride-groom is a - ris - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.

A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.

in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of gold.

the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!
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Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune

Please be seated for the announcements.

PARISH NOTICES AND JOYS
SENDING: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE POSTLUDE

Fanfare on “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” (Haf Trones Lampa Féardig)
Roberta Rowland-Raybold



