“By what authority
are you doing these
things, and who
gave you this
authority?”

Matthew 21:23, ESV

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

October 1st, 2023
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Henrik Sonntag, Pastor
120 N. Easton Road
Glenside, PA
215-884-3005



GATHERING

THE PRELUDE Chorale Prelude on “At the Name of Jesus” (Kings
Weston) John Hebden Schaffner

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Page 116

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all you sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. OR

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith. Amen.



OPENING HYMN

No. 416 At the Name of Jesus King’s Weston
At the Name of Jesus
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1 At the name of Je - sus ev - 'ty knee shall bow,
2 At his voice cre - a - tion sprang at once to sight,
3 Hum-bled for a sea - son, to re - ceive a name
4 In your hearts en - throne him; there let him sub - due
5 Chris-tians, this Lord Je - sus shall re - turn a - gain
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ev - ry tongue con - fess him king of glo - ry now.
all the an - gel fac - es, all the hosts of light,
from the lips of sin -  ners un - to whom he came,
all that 1s not ho - ly, all that 1is not true.
on the clouds of glo - 1y, with his an - gel train;
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It is God’s good plea - sure we should call him Lord,
thrones and dom - i - na - tions, stars up - on their way,
faith - ful - ly he bore it spot-less  to the last;
Crown him as your <cap - tain in temp - ta - tion’s hour;
for all wreaths of em - pire meet up - on  his  brow,
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who from the be - gin - ning was the might - vy Word.
all the heav'n-ly or - ders in their great ar - ray.
brought it  back vic - to - rious when from death he passed.
let his will en-fold you in its light and pow’r.
and  our hearts con-fess him king of glo - 1y now.

Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817-1877
Music: KING'S WESTON, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Music from Songs of Praise, © Oxford University Press 1925.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Page 120
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our sal - va - tion, let us
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pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the u - ni - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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HYMN OF PRAISE Page 121
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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I Lord God, heav-en -ly King, al - might-y God and Fa-ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we  praise you for your glo-ry.

() Refrain X " -
TP T g ot 10— 5+

g ~ i d e d 0

"/ T t T —

Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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2 Lord Je - susChrist,on-ly Son of the Fa - ther, Lord God, Lamb of
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God, you take a-waythe sin of the world: have mer-cy on us; you are
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scat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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Refrain

Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on ecarth.

3 For you a-lone arethe Ho-ly One, you  a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly
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Glo-ry to God inthe high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on ecarth.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your
grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and
guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

THE WORD

THE FIRST READING Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

"The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this
proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As | live, says the
Lord Gob, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. “Know that
all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is
mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.[...]

%Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of
Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 2When the
righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they
shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall
die. ?Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their
life. 22Because they considered and turned away from all the
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall
not die. #®Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.”

O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

%Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to
your ways, says the Lord Gob. Repent and turn from all your
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 3'Cast away from you
all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of
Israel? *2For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord Gob.
Turn, then, and live.



The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM Psalm 25:1-9

8:00 The Psalm will be read responsively with the assembly reading the

verses in bold.
10:30 The antiphon is sung by all. The assembly sings the verses in bold
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Re - mem - ber, O LorRD your com - pas-sion and love.
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Psalm 25:6
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

"To 'you, O LORD,
[ lift ' up my soul.
My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be ! put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph ! over me.
Let none who look to you be ! put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame ! who are treacherous.
“Show me your ! ways, O LORD,
and teach ' me your paths. R
°Lead me in your ! truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all | the day
long.
°‘Remember, O LORD, your compas- ! sion and love,
for they are from ! everlasting.
"Remember not the sins of my youth and ! my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of
your good- I ness, O LORD.
®You are gracious and up- ! right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners ! in your way.
°You lead the low- ! ly in justice
and teach the low- ! ly your way. R



THE SECOND READING Philippians 2:1-13

"If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love,
any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord
and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in
humility regard others as better than yourselves. “Let each of you look not
to your own interests, but to the interests of others. °Let the same mind be
in you that was in Christ Jesus,
fwho, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

*Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,
%so that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
""and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

2Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in
my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling; '3for it is God who is at work in you,
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Please stand as you are able.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Page 124
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.
THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:23-32

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 21st Chapter. Glory to
you, O Lord.

BWhen [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the
people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are
you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” ?*Jesus said to
them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then | will
also tell you by what authority | do these things. ?°Did the baptism of John
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one
another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not
believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd;
for all regard John as a prophet.” 2’So they answered Jesus, “We do not
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am
doing these things.

2*What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said,
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ ?He answered, ‘I will not’; but
later he changed his mind and went. *The father went to the second and
said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 3'"Which of
the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to
them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into
the kingdom of God ahead of you. *For John came to you in the way of



righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change
your minds and believe him.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON Vicar lan Clements

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY
No. 806 O God, My Faithful God Was Frag Ich Nach Der Welt



O God, My Faithful God
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1 O God, my faith - ful God, true foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,
2 Give me the strengthto do with read -y heart and will - ing
3 Keep me from say - ing words that lat - er need re - call - ing;
4 When dan-gers gath - er round, oh, keep me calm and fear - less;
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with - out whom noth-ing is, all per-fect gifts be - stow - ing:
what - ev - er you com - mand, my call-ing here ful - fill - ing—
guard me, lest i - dle speech may from my lips be fall - ing;
help me to bear the cross when life seemsdark and cheer-less;
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give me a health-y frame, and may I  have with - in
to do it when I ought, with all my might—and bless
but when, with -in  my  place, 1 must and ought to speak,
help me, as you have taught, to love both great and small,
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a con-science free from blame, a soul un - stained by sin.
what - ev - er I have wrought, for you must give suc - cess.

then to my words give grace, lest I of - fend the weak.
and, by your Spir - it’s might, to live at peace with all

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT, Ahasuerus Fritsch, 1629-1701



THE APOSTLES’ CREED Page 105
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Please kneel or sit for the prayers: This week’s response is: Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the
church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors.
A brief silence.

We put our trust in you as we pray for the church. Give bishops, pastors,
deacons, and teachers the gifts of wisdom and discernment. Be with them
in bold truth and faithful witness. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lead us in your truth as we pray for creation. Empower us to look to the
interests of others as we make choices that impact the environment.
Summon us to be advocates for healthy waterways, habitats, and air. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Lead us in justice as we pray for those in government, the military, and
other positions of authority. Give them humble and willing hearts, looking
to the needs of others. We pray also for our enemies. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Trusting your goodness, we pray for all caregivers and people who are
sick or suffering in any way especially, David Van Pelt, Leslie Maxwell,
Tom Tessitore, Peggy Johnson and all those on our prayer list. Give them
encouragement and consolation in your presence. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Teach us your paths as we pray for this congregation. Be at work in us and
unite us in your love as we labor together for the sake of the gospel. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We give thanks for all the saints who died secure in the knowledge of
salvation. Keep us fearless in our faith and certain of your resurrection.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the
prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through
Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Please stand as you are able



THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
All greet each other with Christ’s gesture of peace
saying “Peace be with you.”

Please be seated

MEAL

OFFERING
The Lord Will Guide Robert Powell
Chancel Choir

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERTORY No. 692 We Are an Offering
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of-fer-ing. Lord, use our voic-es, Lord, use our hands, Lord,use our
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lives,they are yours: we are an of-fer-ing. All thatwe have, all thatwe are,
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all that we hope to be, we give toyou, we give to you.
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We lift our voic-es, we liftour hands, we lift our lives upto you:
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we are an  of-fer-ing, we are an  of- fer - ing.

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER Concludes with ... Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Page 129
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
0
) A
J __— - - \\_/-, < - =
Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE SANCTUS Page 130
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho -ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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san-na in the high-est. Ho - san - na in the high - est.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER Page 134
Please be seated.
THE COMMUNION
“Lamb of God” Page 135
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Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have mer - cy on
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world; have mer - cy on  us. Lamb of God, you
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Please stand as you are able.

THE COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and

keep you in his grace. Amen.

THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

Now Lord, You Let Your Servant Go in Peace

Page 135
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Now, Lord, you let your ser-vant go in peace: your word has been ful -
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na - tions and the glo-ry of your peo - ple Is ra - el
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Concludes with Amen.
THE BLESSING Page 136

THE SENDING HYMN
No. 776 What God Ordains Is Good Indeed

Was Gott Tut



What God Ordains Is Good Indeed
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I What God or-dains is good in-deed, for all life well pro - vid - ing.
2 What God or-dains is good in-deed: my light, my life, my Sav - ior!
3 What God or-dains is good in-deed. When hope seems like de - lu - sion,
4 What God or-dains is good in-deed. My Lord will nev-er fail me
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The will of God is best for me, the ground of my con- fid - ing.
No ill can get the best of me; God’s care will nev - er wa - ver.
I taste the bit - ter cup and plead,“Lord, quench my fear, con - fu - sion.”
on dan-ger’spath, in deep-est need, when death in grief shall veil me.
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My faith - ful God, on ev - ry road you know the way un -

Through joy and pain [ shall at - tain the dawn dis - clos - ing

God ends the night, re - stores de - light; by faith I face to -

My God so dear will draw me near, in lov - ing arms will
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fold - ing and my hand you are hold - ing.

clear - ly that God has loved me dear - ly.

mor - row and yield to God all sor - row.

hold me, at last in light en - fold me.

Text: Samuel Rodigast, 1649-1708; tr. Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951
Music: WAS GOTT TUT, Severus Gastorius, 1646-1682
Text © 2000 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Please be seated for the announcements.

PARISH NOTICES AND JOYS
SENDING: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE POSTLUDE Chorale Prelude on “At the Name of Jesus”
(King’s Weston) Craig Phillips



